Defining the church

3B.  “The Heart of the Church!”

Study Guide for June 24-25, 2006                                              Scripture: Acts 2:36-37
Theme:  “Successful ministry is building the church on the purposes of God in the power of the Holy Spirit and expecting the results from God.” 

Read It: 

     Playing football in high school and college has been a character and perspective building experience in my life.  I soon came to realize that it’s a lot easier being a spectator and “arm-chair quarterback”, then actually being a player.  Knowing your position, pursuing proficiency and keeping the goal as your focus benefits the whole team.  One of the most important lessons I learned had to do with mastering the fundamentals.  When we lost a game, my coaches always would go back to the fundamentals…”this is a football”…”this is how you tackle… block” etc.

     Being the church of Jesus Christ is much like playing on a team in sports.  Many Christians would rather be a spectator-critic then committing to the ministry of the church.  All too often our effectiveness as a church and living Christ-like lives are hampered because so many Christians have not discovered their spiritual gift,—therefore don’t know their position—nor have they mastered the fundamentals like reading the Bible, faithful in prayer, fellowshipping with other Christians and sharing their faith in Jesus with others. To be a healthy church masters the fundamentals.

     In this week’s scripture study,  we will take a second look at the early church to rediscover the fundamentals of becoming a “winning”, growing church.  What key factors became the heart of the church that enabled them to “turn the world upside down?” (Acts 17:6)  As you study this section, ask yourself “Am I a spectator or participant?  How grounded am I in the fundamentals of being a Christian team player?

KNOW:
1 How was Jesus “made” Lord and Christ? Acts 2:36; I Cor. 15:20, 25-28; Col. 2:13-15; Isa 53: 10-12
2 What did Peter say that brought such heartfelt conviction to His listeners?  Act 2: 23-24, 36
3 Why is authentic repentance and seeking forgiveness of sins key to beginning the Christian life?  Acts 2:38; Rom. 3:9-12; 23
· What is the meaning and significance of baptism?  2:38-39; Rom 6:1-6

4.  What evidence did the new converts to Christ display to show they were committed?                Acts 2: 1-44

· As you picture an additional 3,000 people being added to the church, what do you suppose  the strategy of Acts 2:42 looked like?
BE:

1 What would RCC have to do—(change, develop, keep) if next Sunday 3000 new converts suddenly showed up?

2 How would you defend that Acts 2:41-46 describes the heart or fundamentals of a healthy growing church?

3 If God is adding to our church new believers each week, what part of ministry do you sense     God is calling you to play?

4 Of the fellowship characteristics mentioned, which do you value most, least? Why?

DO:

1 As you consider our church as God’s team for ministry, do you view yourself to be an active participant or a spectator?

2 What commitments will you make this week to become “devoted to the apostle’s teachings, to fellowship, to sharing the meaning of Christ’s sacrifice to others, and to prayer”?

3 What could you do to help RCC to become more like this church in Acts?

